
A note from our 
Captain 
While I am not entirely sure that I am 
‘Captain material’, it is an honour to hold the 
title and, as the first female captain of 
Rickmansworth Bowls Club, I will do my 
utmost to justify your trust. 

With a steady growth in membership, it is an 
exciting time to be part of Rickmansworth 
B.C.  Over the last month I have been 
heartened by the sound of banter and 
laughter on the green as our 2025 ‘newbies’, 
helped by our more experienced, find their 
feet in our game. 

Roll-ups are a great way to get to grips with 
what can sometimes be a very frustrating 
sport; and playing the Club Friendlies provide 
opportunities to hone those skills.  

As the Club continues to grow, we will need 
more help with small, but important, jobs 
that will keep things running smoothly.  If 
you have knowledge/skills that you think 
would be helpful or if you spot something 
that could be done differently/more 
efficiently, please come and talk to us. This is 
OUR club – get involved! 

And finally, I look forward to us all playing, 
improving, but more importantly, enjoying 
our game. 

Thank you, 

Denise Starkey 

Newsletter 

New Faces, Fresh Starts – 
Let the 2025 Season Begin! 
Welcome back to Rickmansworth Bowls 
Club for the 2025 season! 
It’s fantastic to see so many people taking an interest in our 
sport, and we’d like to thank everyone who played a part in 
making this happen. 

As we look ahead, we wish all our members a brilliant season 
and the very best of luck to those competing in club and 
external competitions. 

We’re also proud to announce our new sponsorship 
partnership with local accountancy firm Mercer & Hole, who 
have become our first official club shirt sponsors in a 
five-year deal. Their support is a huge boost to the club, and 
their logo will proudly feature on our brand-new club shirts, 
which have now been ordered. Here's to a great season both 
on and off the green! 
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Matches and tournaments 

Club matches: 
Mens Vets Green team, played 3 won 1. 
Mens Vets Yellow team: Played 3 won 1. 
Ladies: Played 2 won 1. 
Friendlies; Played 6 won 3 

National tournaments; 
Bowls England Family Pairs - Paul and Jake Bishop had a good 
start to the competition, beating a strong husband and wife pair in 
the first round, Unfortunately, they weren’t able to achieve their 
normal high standards and lost in the second round in a close 
fought tie. 

Watford & District tournaments 
Steve Daniels and Paul Bishop are into round 3 of the Mens Pairs. 

Nick Beast and Roy Robinson are in the third round of the Mens 
Pairs and the second round of the Vets Pairs. 

Club Member Profile 

Roger Bishop 
Club Coach 

Roger has been a member of the club for 6 years and during that time he has won the 
Novice shield, the Middleton Cup, the Rotherby Cup, the Open Triples as well as being 
part of the Vets four that won the league in 2022. He currently plays in the Vets Yellow 
team. Roger is currently our club coach, but was the club captain until this season and 
is also one of our two safeguarding officers. Roger is the head (don’t tell Lesley) of a 
bowling dynasty with wife Lesley, son Paul and grandson Jake and Hayden all playing 
for the club. 

Other news 
Lease negotiations: For those of you new to the club, we are in negotiations 
with the council, TRDC who own the land, to enter into a new 25 year lease. 
We currently play under a licence from the council, who carry out all the 
maintenance of the club and green. The agreed heads of terms are currently 
with TRDC legal team who are preparing the draft lease. Unfortunately, we 
do not have a timeline of when we will receive the draft5 lease but will keep 
you informed of progress. 

Committee meetings. The June committee meeting is on Tuesday 17 June. If 
there is anything that you would like to have discussed, please send a 
message to Denise with the de3trails and we will try and include it on the 
agenda. 

Rink availability. There is a chart on the notice board in the club house that 
gives details of when the rinks are available for general roll-up or practice so 
feel free to book them if needed. They will probably get quite congested 
over the next coupe of months with internal and external competitions as 
well as the normal league matches. There is tea and coffee available in the 
kitchen and usually milk but not always guaranteed, and if you use the 
facilities please wash up coups etc afterwards. 

Roger Bishop and Roger Barton were beaten in the second 
round of the mens pairs and the first rounds of the Vets pairs 
and Aussie pairs. 

Lesley Bishop and Margaret west entered the District Ladies 
competition and after a thrilling match that required an extra 
end, they unfortunately lost to a previous championship 
winning pair. 

Other events 
Jake played in a representative 4 at the Berkhamsted 40th 
Anniversary Gala. As usual, he played brilliantly and the team 
came a very respectable 5th. The winners were a team that 
included a world champion and England players! 

Roger Barton played in the Weston Super Mare Lions 
Visually Impaired tournament and finished 8th overall. He 
was also invited to the Bowls England para assessment day 
for the forthcoming home internationals, Unfortunately, he 
was not selected for the final squad. 


